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Teaching Notes
The Circle Maker by Mark Batterson
Chapter 9
For March 17, 2013 Zadok Orchestra Lifegroup

Intro

If there were one subject I could choose to spend the rest of my life on, this would be it. If there were one subject I could spend the rest of my life writing sermons about, teaching about, singing about, playing about and meditating on… this would be it.

The central message of Chapter 9 is the favor of God. But like so many of the things Batterson has written about, I feel like I need to lay some groundwork before I can teach about God’s favor effectively. That groundwork is necessary because favor is not something trite. It’s not something theoretical. You may not be able to see it, like you can’t see electricity, but it is an actual force. You can see it working, and you can tell when it has worked. It produces results that nothing else can.

Example:

Joshua is the example of favor that I want to talk about today. First I want you to hear the story that showcases favor for us, then we’ll look at the backstory that will show us how he got that favor.

Setting: The Gibeonites had deceived Joshua into making a covenant with them to be allies, not enemies. The Amorites then became afraid of this new alliance, and they gathered their armies and went to war against Gibeon. The Gibeonites sent word to Joshua and called on the covenant he had made with them, asking them to help. God told them to go and not be afraid, and that He had already delivered them into Joshua’s hand.  

Joshua 10:7-14 says, “So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.” 9 Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal. 10 So the Lord routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the Lord cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword. 12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel:
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon;
And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”
13 So the sun stood still,
And the moon stopped,
Till the people had revenge
Upon their enemies.
Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.”

“And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man.”

Look again at what happened: Joshua and his men are fighting this battle. God is supernaturally annihilating their enemies, but there are still enemies left and Joshua wants to finish them off. So he just tells the sun to stop in its path, and the moon to stay where it is. And for 24 more hours, the sun stayed right where it was and so did the moon. 

This means that all the natural laws had to be suspended. Joshua spoke, and God literally stopped the orbit of the earth around the sun. God literally suspended all of His own natural laws that He ordained to hold the entire solar system together. He did it at the word of one man, and the Bible tells us that there has been no day like that before or since that the Lord heeded the voice of a man.

What was it about Joshua’s life that made God heed his voice?
 
I believe it was this:
Exodus 33:7-11: “Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the Lord went out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp.8 So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses. 10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshiped, each man in his tent door. 11 So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle.”

Joshua was young. He served Moses. He was there when the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. But when Moses left, Joshua did not. Joshua stayed in the presence of the Lord. Joshua sought after the presence.

History has long recorded that favor is based on relationship. Look at Esther: Esther had the opportunity to go for gold and glory, but she declined. All she wanted was the king instead. And the king responded to relationship:  

Esther 2:17: “The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.”

Physical qualifications will get you a certain distance. The other girls’ good looks got them into the palace. But Esther gained favor with her heart. 

Look at Esther again when she went to the king to intercede for the Jews the first time, she said: “If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, then let the king and Haman come to the banquet which I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said’” (Esther 5:8). She had gained favor and she was able to draw on that relationship. Favor is a commodity. It can be bought or sold. It can be squandered. But Esther had developed a relationship with the king and she was making a withdrawal.

But even at the first banquet, Esther did not feel the time was right to present her request. So she invited the king and Haman back again the next night. And again that night she drew on the favor she had: “Then Queen Esther answered and said, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request” (Esther 7:3).

She made a withdrawal on favor.

How does this apply to us?

We obtain favor with God when we have relationship with Him. I don’t mean just a casual relationship, either. God loves us all the same, but history has shown that He favors some more than others. He favored Abraham with a covenant and a child. He favored Moses with face-to-face conversations, and even allowed Moses to physically see Him. He favored Joshua with stopping the rotation of the planets just because Joshua said so. He favored Paul with mighty revelations and being transported in the Spirit to heaven. He favored King David, and advanced him from the field tending sheep to the palace, shepherding the flock of Israel.

Why? One reason. David said it best in Psalm 27:4: “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.”

These people who throughout history have been endued with the favor of God have had one thing in common. They had one desire that consumed their lives. That one desire was THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

The presence of God.

We can be the deepest thinkers,  or the most skillful players, or the best dressed, or the smartest, or the richest, or the kindest, but if we don’t have the presence of God, we might as well write “ichabod” over the door and go home, because the glory has departed.

There’s nothing worth doing anything for without the presence of God.

This was Joshua’s secret. He sought after God’s presence, and when the time came for him to make a withdrawal on the favor he had gained, God listened and “there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man.”

It was the presence. It was all about the presence. Joshua was God’s friend because he sought after the presence. Abraham was God’s friend because he sought after the presence. (James 2:23 says: “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.”)

A.W. Tozer, in his classic book The Pursuit of God, wrote, “The world is perishing for lack of knowledge of God and the Church is famishing for want of His presence.”

But we can change that today. You and me, we can change that. Because it’s all about the individual’s heart. If we will make an individual decision to seek His face and cry out to Him for His presence, He will answer.

That’s when His favor will come, but honestly it’s not about getting His favor. Because when you really have His presence, you won’t worry about His favor anymore. You’ll have it, but only His presence will really matter. God’s presence is so beautiful that it eclipses everything else. You’ll be grateful for the favor you have, and you’ll learn to make withdrawals on it to carry out God’s purposes on the earth… but deep down you don’t really care about anything except for more of His presence.

Class Challenge
God is calling all of us to His presence. If this message is burning in your heart, it’s because you’re ready to answer. So this is what I want to know: Would you be willing to make a covenant with me that from this day forward we will individually and corporately seek after God’s presence? That we would cry out to Him to let us see His face? That we would play to Him directly, and focus our minds, affections, and ambitions only on His face? (Close eyes, even mine, ask for show of hands between us and God. Pray.)
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